O2 Talk: “Lost” Relationships

I Peter 3:1-7: In the same way submit… In the same way be considerate… 

Talk:  How do I live a Godly life in relation to the other sex?
Today, in I Peter chapter 3, we continue with the portion of the letter dealing with real life application.  We have been challenged to live “such good lives” and to stand up under unjust treatment.  We have been instructed about the slave/master or employee/employer relationship.  What major relationship remains for us in which we must figure out how to be holy?  That is what Peter deals with in these vs.  What is the story of the other sex.  How do we live with and around them in such a way that brings God glory and is a witness to the others around us?

The text in I Peter 3, if looked at closely, reveals a lot of really profound truths about relating to the other sex.  I am going to leave that to small groups to talk about more.  Tonight I am going to stay a bit from the text to talk about the same general concept.

A. Relationships in our Society are Lost:

The best way I could think of summarizing relationships in our society today is… (show slide) Lost.  You know how the T.V. series “Lost” works, right?  The show plays on all its viewers’ curiosity and ignorance while slowly doling out what it claims are satisfactory “revelations” to all its self-created “secrets”.

Well I am here this evening to really reveal relationship secrets.  Here is some proof that I am a credible source for these secrets. (Show slide)  Here I am on the cover of the Lost magazine.  Here I am (show slide) with some of my buds on the island.  Here I am (show slide) camping with my wife.  (Back to title slide).

So, anyway.  Obviously I am the man.  One look at me and it is obvious that I know what I am talking about when it comes to relationships.  Here are a couple of secrets just to get us started.  Girls, guys don’t really know the answers to everything, they just pretend they do.  Guys, girls fart just as much as guys, they just do it in their sleep.  You can take these to the bank.

B. The Secrets:

1.) Hollywood lies (all the time)

~ everything you have learned from the movies is false:  a.) men and women are not equal b.) love is not at first sight c.) fireworks are fun and memorizing, but also expensive and hazardous d.) love doesn’t stop the world e.) intimacy is not cheap

2.) Boys are bad (so are girls)

~ we are perverts, but we are God’s children. Here is where it is import to remember Sin and Grace. You are going to mess up, but that is no reason to not try. (Seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven and these things shall be added unto you.)

3.) What we most want from the other sex is unrealistic/unattainable

~ what you want is the image of God that you see in others.  For a variety of reasons we are often too scared to seek the things we want (love, peace, joy, etc.) from God and so we seek them from his creation (made in his image);  juice grinder illustration

* Question for the crowd:  So if we are to spare each other the spiritual juice grinder, what rules should there be to guide and direct us in relating with each other?

4.) The rules of the game are honesty and respect

a.) to respect someone is to recognize God’s spirit and truth in them.  Through your actions and words you treat them as a prince or princess of God.  You do not treat them according to how they see themselves.  You treat them according to how God sees them.  This is respect.  And you do this in such a way as the other 
person is able to see more clearly who they are through your eyes.

* Question for the crowd:  How can men offer respect to women and vice versa, in ways that they may not readily receive it from a member of the same sex?

b.) respect is the first rule.  Honesty the second.  Never write checks you can’t cash.  For each relationship we have we open a commitment account – a joint account.  And it takes time to accrue commitment/intimacy.  If you are making out with your study partner, you are being dishonest.  If you are fantasizing about marriage with classmate, you are being dishonest.  Through your actions/passions you are spending commitment/intimacy that you do not have.  If you continue in this way you will bankrupt your relationship.

You do not have sex with a girlfriend or boyfriend.  If your commitment is “girlfriend” then you have not saved up the intimacy to be able to cash the “sex check”, I promise you.  You might get by on credit for a while, but eventually the debt will demand payment.

This is why it is so important to have the “defining the relationship talk” early and often.  If both of you do not have the same understanding of where your commitment/intimacy account ledger is, one of you will be bouncing checks and find out the hard way. Promising more through your passions/actions than you have saved up in your relationship through respect and commitment is the definition of dishonesty in relationships.  This is what leads to heart break.

*Question for the Crowd:  How do you know when your actions are withdrawing (or will withdraw) more than your well-defined commitment/intimacy level will allow? (How far is too far? Or will be too far?)

5.) Love hurts (almost all the time)

~ we should not avoid heart-ache, only heart-break.  There is no fail safe from pain and hurt in relationships.  Hurt is as much a part of love as joy is.  We suffer heartache because we are perverts and we mess things up.  To live life with love and passion we have to offer our hearts not only to God but to those people around us.  As our commitments grow and our passions grow our hearts are shared.  They change into something new.  We will never get our heart back just the way it was.  Healthy relationships will strengthen the individuals by offering each others’ best to the other.

* Question for the crowd:  Is dating practice for failure?

My wife Keri has hurt me more than any other person.  I, surely have done the same to her.  She has taken more.  But she has also given more.  There is more of her in my heart than of anyone else.  This has made me a stronger person.

