Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 1/19

What does it mean to be saved?  What is Christian Salvation?  What does it me to be a Christian?

I Peter 1-9

a.) It is unspoken so far in I Peter (it comes up a bit later) that life is empty and futile.  The first effect of becoming a Christian is not that we are “saved”, but that we become exiles and strangers even to the empty way of life. (vs. 1)  As a Christian we will be strangers to some of those closest to us.  We will be separated from aspects of the culture that will make us exiles.

b.) But, as gifts from God, in order to cope and to thrive we are given new birth two times over.  First we are given new birth into a living hope.  Second we are given new birth into an eternal inheritance.  Being a stranger and new birth into a living hope and an eternal inheritance are all important in the salvation process.  But how, you may ask?

c.) Lastly, Peter explains that part of being a Christian is suffering trial and temptation.  The old ways will always tug at you.  The world around you, that is no longer your own, will always call out to you.  Others will try to prove you wrong and misdirected in order to affirm they are right directed, even if they are trying to express love.  This is the worst sort of trial.

d.) It is in this sort of trial that we understand the gifts that we mentioned above.  Peter says that Christians are able, amidst trial, to rejoice.  This is indeed true because of our living hope and eternal inheritance.  Living hope means we hope in the past – the forgiveness of all our mistakes.  Living hope means we hope in the future – our eternal inheritance as children of God.  Living hope means we hope in the present – love and a life full of peace, joy, patience, kindness, goodness and self-control.  Now, our eternal inheritance is a gift in and of itself.  This does not refer to life on a cloud with a harp.  This refers to riches untold, joys unimaginable and pleasures unknown.  We often do not have an accurate understanding of heaven.

Summary:  So, our salvation is an important part of being a Christian.  Salvation is the process of being saved from emptiness and futile living leading ultimately to death and destruction (more on this in the next section).  That salvation process starts with recognizing you are in peril.  Then you are born anew (through the resurrection of Christ).  In this new life you have trials and temptations to submit again to the old.  But you also have gifts from God to endure the trials: living hope, eternal inheritance.  Through this suffering your faith matures, until your salvation is complete (the return of Christ).

Discussion Questions:

1.) Why do Christians suffer?  Why would a god allow even his best followers to suffer?  How can any good come from trail?

2.) What did Peter mean when he talked about Salvation?  For these early Christians living in the Roman Empire what would be distinct about “the salvation of your souls” as compared to other kinds/meanings of salvation?

3.) How can you understand salvation as a process and an event?

4.) According to the text, what role does Jesus play in the salvation process?

5.) What does an eternal inheritance look like?  (“imperishable, undefiled, and unfading”)  This is a major concept in these verses, and yet a pretty sketchy concept for most.  What happens in heaven anyway?

