Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 2/9

How can I live a holy life in my world?

I Peter 2:11-17

a.) Peter is now to the point in his epistle where he begins the transition from describing the reality of our relationship with God and what Christ has done for us to the section about how we should now live.  Before he does this, he provides a short recap of the first two chapters.  We are now exiles and foreigners warring against temptations to fall back into our old way of living, but we must resist.

b.) Our struggle is not only for our benefit but for the benefit of those around us as well.  Part of God’s plan to reveal himself to humans is through our victories and good deeds, and the way we stand against persecution and accusation.

c.) Peter reminds us that even though we live ultimately under God’s rule and in His kingdom, we are to submit ourselves to the authorities present in our society as well.  This is a part of our witness, giving glory to God.  For us today, this can be stretched to include copyright laws, traffic laws, etc.  This is a call to live above reproach.

d.) Lastly Peter reminds us of our status in Christ.  We are free people indeed.  Our ransom has been paid by the blood of Jesus.  All the more reason we should not despise this ransom by slaving ourselves again to sin and evil.  Instead, Peter invites us to be slaves to God, who is a loving and good master.  Then Peter ends this short section with a brief outline of the next section: a.) Show proper respect to everyone b.) love other Christians c.) fear and glorify God d.) honor worldly authorities.

Summary:

Peter understands that his readers are in a tough place.  He knows that they themselves have lived as the rest of their society and culture.  Now they have been called apart, but nothing about this new calling is easy.  They feel like exiles.  They are falsely accused even when they try to do good.  They are subject to the rules of God and yet still subject to their society’s rules as well (which sometime seem biased against them).  BUT, Jesus is returning.  God is revealing himself in the lives of those around us.  And our good living is to benefit them as well as benefit us.  As Christians we serve a new master.  One that is loving, merciful and just.

Application:

1.) Is Peter saying that if I want to be a Christian I have to be a push-over?  When is it appropriate to stand up and defend ourselves?  When is it not appropriate?  In what ways are you currently being accused?

2.) Peter says to honor the authorities?  What about authorities/laws that are unjust or corrupt?

3.) What difference does it make if I obey or disobey stuff like the speed limit or sneaking food into movies?  Where do we draw the line of living in the world but not being of it?

4.) When should be engage with the Pagan world around us, and when should we run from it?

5.) What are ways we use our freedom as a cover-up or excuse for evil?  What does this mean?

6.) What is the point of being free if we are to live as slaves to God?

