Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 2/23

How do I live a Holy/Godly life in relation to the other sex?

I Peter 3:1-7

a.) In this passage Peter stays with his running theme:  Live such a good life that others may give God glory by your good deeds.  In this case he speaks first to wives.  He instructs them that through a submissive and pure life they may win over unbelieving husbands.  Peter is not instructing women to submit due to inferiority.  He is instructing them to submit as a witness strategy.  In the same way Peter then continues to instruct that wives/women will be better off to develop inner beauty rather than outer.  He does not condemn outer beauty as evil or immoral, but clearly states that inner beauty is of great value.

b.) At the end of verse six Peter caps his message to women with a very important admonition and truth.  Peter says that women will be daughters of Abraham, and therefore God, if they do not give way to fear.  In this statement Peter directly addresses the greatest challenge for a women in living the kind of life Peter instructs.  It is a very scary thing as an adult female to submit your will and desires to another, so Peter encourages those of his readers who are women to not fear.

c.) Then Peter goes on to address the men.  They are to be considerate, and more importantly, respectful.  Respect is a challenge that addresses much.  Men are to treat women/ their wives as the daughters of God that they are.  Disrespecting a princess in God’s house is not a small thing.  Even the use of the word “weaker” is a challenge to the man, not a slam to the woman.  Peter is not contending that women are weaker by nature but they are indeed weaker by instruction.  They are instructed to choose submission.  This places a great responsibility on the husband to not take advantage.

d.) Lastly Peter exhorts and warns the men.  He reminds men that indeed you have been given the gift of life along with your wife.  Live the holy life you are being called to.  Live with respect toward your wife, or your married relationship can be the quickest obstruction to your prayer life and relationship with God.  Again, God will not take disrespect to your partner lightly.

Summary:

Men and women, or husband and wife in this case, are not created equally/identically.  They do not have the same roles in marriage.  They are partners, but they are different.  A wife’s needs are different from a husband’s.  A husband’s weaknesses are different from a wife’s.  But both the husband and the wife are to advance the purposes of God through living holy lives.  If this is done, together they can be a more effective witness than apart.

Application:

1.) What should submission for a wife look like in marriage today?  For those of us who are not yet married how do Peter’s words play out in male/female relationships in general?

2.) Peter mentions the tension between defining ourselves by outward vs. inward beauty.  This has become such an intense issue in our culture that it effects men almost as much as women. In such an outwardly focused society how can we win the struggle to define ourselves by the inward “unfading beauty of a gentle and quite spirit?”

3.) How has fear hindered your relationships?  What fears do you have as a women?  As a man?  How can we “do what is right and not give way to fear?”

4.) What does respect look like to you?  In your relationships?  What additional or special role do men have in offering respect?

