Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 3/9

How should I respond to pressure from the outside world?

I Peter (3:8-15a) 3:15b-22

a.) In the beginning of this passage Peter takes his challenge one step further.  Not only should you remain hopeful in the face of opposition and return good for evil, but you should always be ready to explain to people why you live this way when, baffled by your actions, they ask you.  Peter goes on to challenge his readers to do this in a humble and non-defensive way.  People who slander you should receive their guilty conviction from God and not from you.

b.) Next Peter reveals another important aspect of his main theme on suffering.  It is important for us to suffer for doing good rather than to suffer for doing evil, for in this suffering we share in Christ’s suffering.  Jesus suffered the ultimate opposition and incurred no guilt.

c.) Jesus paid this price willingly in order to bring us into relationship with God.  This is indeed the good news.  It is important here to understand that Peter is not saying that we are like Christ in the fact that we too bring us or others near to God by suffering like Christ.  He is saying that if Jesus suffered innocently in order to save us, we should rejoice that we are saved and not take offense at being treated poorly (for the servant is no greater than the master).  Jesus’ resurrection is indeed life for us, and not only us today, but for all of humankind throughout all of history – anyone who will accept his message.

c.) These short verses also contain a couple of problematic issues that have been the source of much contention.  (You may or may not want to talk much about this in small group.)  From this passage comes the traditional idea of the “Harrowing of Hell” where Jesus, during his three days of being in the grave, goes and preaches to the damned or to those in “spirit prison”.  Then Peter goes on to talk about baptism and its symbolism – not to clean you physically but to represent a pledge of your will to God.  It is important to remember that Peter ends this passage by going back to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and by asserting his authority above all things and at the right hand of God.  Peter is reminding those that are suffering of Jesus’ authority and power.  He has defeated all evil, from the beginning of human history to the end.  It is to this power that you have submitted and into this Body that you were baptized.

Summary:

Peter is instructing his readers that when they suffer they should remember the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and that they should explain this good news to anyone and everyone who asks.  On top of that, suffering for doing right only succeeds in connecting us more intimately with Jesus.

Application:

1.) Have you suffered for doing right? Or for your belief in Jesus?  In what ways?

2.) What are the bad ways you respond to accusation and mistreatment from others?  How might you respond better in the future?

3.) In what ways have you seen confused and baffled people respond to your unexpected, Christ-like behavior?

4.) Have you experienced someone asking you why you act the way you do (in regards to your unexpected, Christ-like behavior?

5.) How might you expect people to phrase this question (asking you about your hope)? (eg. “Why do you always put up with him?” “What is up with that?” “Dude, I just don’t understand you.”  “When you find out what you are on, let me know.”)

6.) How would you explain the Gospel to a friend in two minutes or less?  (Think of a specific friend that is open if this helps you.)

