Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 3/30

How can we best promote the Gospel through our relationships?

I Peter 4:7-19

a.) In this passage Peter begins to sum up his letter and pound his final point through.  He begins with a call to urgency.  Christ is returning!  So don’t mess around.  Peter was convinced that Jesus’ return was imminent and that they must not fail to get the Gospel message spread to all before that happened.  So Pray!  This message is just as important now as it was then.

b.) Then Peter drops his bomb.  The last thing he wants to enforce, and the strongest thing.  “Above all, love each other deeply.”  Loving Christian community is the key to living the holy and anointed life (even during suffering) that Peter challenges his readers to.  The methods that Peter gives for this loving community are 1.) hospitality and 2.) serving others with your spiritual gifts.  This is the way that God’s grace will be made visible to each other and the world.  Whatever we do should be done in order to Bring God praise.

c.) The reasons Peter gives for promoting a loving intimacy in community above all are 1.) to cover over our sins (we will sin against each other in the body of Christ) and 2.) to set our communities apart from our societies in such a manner as to bring all glory and praise to God.

d.) Peter follows this call to deep love with yet another reminder of the opposition we are facing and will face.  It is normal for followers of Christ.  It was what Christ himself experienced.  Peter concludes this passage with a sober reminder.  If we think it is hard for us, when we suffer and struggle while doing good; how much harder is it going to be for those who are truly ungodly?  Stand strong and continue to do what is right.

Summary:

Peter summarized and concludes his thesis, but not before dropping a love bomb.  A deep, profound love/intimacy in community he says is the key to being able to live out the challenge I have put before you.  Then he summarizes his main point one last time.  Suffering is a sign that you are on the right track.  Jesus suffered and called us to the same.  It is to your glory and the praise of God to follow in his steps.  Ultimately judgment will go much better for believes than for the ungodly.  So never tire of doing good.

Application:

1.) What would you regret and what would you be content with if Jesus returned tonight?  Would you live differently if you believed Jesus was returning any day now? How?

2.) Does your faith feel more like an individual thing or a community thing to you?  What are the positives and negatives of both?  How would you like to deepen this?

3.) How do you understand the concept of hospitality?  What do you think Peter means?

4.) Is your life hospitable?  Is there room in your life for others to find love, acceptance, belonging and healing? How could you share your intimate space (or stuff) with others?

5.) When you think of spiritual gifts what comes to mind?  Could you expand this list?

6.) What spiritual gifting do you have?  What talents or passions is God growing in you?  How could you be intentional to use these to serve others?

7.) Peter challenges us to not be ashamed to bear the name of Christian when we suffer human judgment because everyone will be judged by God and it will be harder for the ungodly.  Have you felt ashamed to be a Christian?  What was that like?  How can we refocus our concern off of ourselves and onto our friends and family that will face judgment from God?

