Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 3/2

Selfishness Vs. Peace:  How can loving others fulfill my own needs?

I Peter 3:8-15a

a.) Peter arrives at the bottom line for behavior in relationships.  He opens this passage with a high challenge to Godly living.  The Gospel is communicated when we act in a totally selfless manner, always trying to regard the position of others.  Peter echoes Jesus sermon on the mount by asking us to not respond to societal standards but to respond in totally opposite ways than what is respected – bless those who do you evil.  In this we will receive our blessing from God rather than from people.

b.) In Vs. 10 Peter quotes psalm 34 and directly address our speech as one of the key ways we participate in evil.  Then he challenges us to pursue good, listing peace as the key example.  In this example Peter seems to be indicating that peace is a key ingredient to goodness and righteousness.

c.) Again Peter repeats his theme for this letter.  Doing good is the best witness and protection from evil.  But if someone still treats you unjustly, bank on the blessings you will get from God.  Peter ends this section with a call to not fear the threats and evil of people, but instead to remember that Jesus, the Christ, is Lord.  Jesus is master, ruler and judge.

Summary:

Can a life of selflessness and sacrifice really be the must fulfilling way to live?  Peter continues to challenge his readers, that indeed, it is.  Peter tells us that if we love life we should spend our time seeking to restore peace.  We should put the needs and desires of others first.  We should endure in doing good even when others hose us.  Our strength in this is knowing that Christ is our Lord.

Application:

1.) How much of your time do you spend focused on yourself and your desires?  How much on thinking of others first?

2.) Is it possible for us to be totally selfless in our relationships and our lives?  Or are we always acting in such a way that will ultimately benefit ourselves?

3.) What thoughts or feelings guide your decisions on who to relate to and how?

4.) How can you pursue peace?  What kind of peace do you think Peter is referring to?  How can we pursue peace in our relationships?

5.) How do we tend to break the peace with our tongues?  What is your toughest struggle when it comes to the things you tend to say?

6.) What can you remember from Jesus’ sermon on the mount?  Can we really live this way?  What specific changes would you have to make in your life right now to live this way?  What do you think would happen if you made these changes?

7.) Is there a lack of peace in your own heart or soul?  How could really understanding Christ as Lord address this fear?

