Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 1/26

What has Jesus done for me lately?  Why should I bother being a Christian?  How can Jesus help me in the life I am living right now?

I Peter 1:14-22

a.) In this passage Peter sets about to subtly remind his readers of their position in Christ and what they have been “saved” from.  In last weeks passage we dealt with the meaning of salvation while this week Peter gently describes one of the mechanisms of this salvation – redemption.

b.) The first of the reminders is that they are children while God is Father.  Appropriately, they have been called to obey the Father.  It is what is good for any child, and the same is true for them.  In these verses they are also lightly reminded of the slavery that they lived before they became sons and daughters of God.  Before, they had been slaves of the world, ignorant and evil.  Peter is instructing that, “Sure there may be trail and temptation associated with being a child of God, but this is much easier than returning to the slavery from which you have come.”

c.) The next reminder comes in vs. 18.  Just incase his readers have forgotten, they were redeemed from slavery not by the payment of gold (as valuable as gold may be), but their ransom was nothing less than Christ’s own blood.  Jesus was perfect.  Therefore he was sufficient to free them from their slavery forever.  Jesus’ blood pays the ransom price for freedom.  Jesus’ resurrection allows us to be restored to God, giving us a new life, new faith and a new hope.

d.) The final reminder from Peter to his readers is that they have received love by living as “the Redeemed”.  They have obeyed the truth.  Now this love that has been given them is to be a sign to others.  They are to love each other sincerely and deeply from the center of Jesus’ love for them.

Summary:  There will be trials and temptations to return to your worldly masters and the slavery that you suffered beneath them.  But while we were still slaves Jesus redeemed us by paying the ransom with his own blood.  The truth is that we are now children of God redeemed from the empty way of life that we once lived.  Now that we have been loved, the strongest refuge we have from the trials of the world is a loving Christian community.

Discussion Questions:

1.) What worldly desires tend to guide or direct your time the most?  Through unhealthy compulsion?  (looks, grades, sex, material things, fantasy, escape, pleasure, adventure)  Do you feel yourself being controlled by your desire for any of these things, like a slave to a master?

2.) By what in life do you most often define yourself? (your popularity, your body image, your skills/abilities, your smarts.)  What do you think are the benefits and/or detriments to defining yourself by a relationship with Jesus instead?

3.) The passage says that instead of conforming to “evil desires” we are to “be holy.”  What does it mean to be holy?  How can we go about being holy?

4.) How does “conforming to your desires” effect your relationships with others?

5.) “How can Jesus’ death, two thousand years ago, set me free from my temptations and struggles today?” (If you choose slavery to Christ, rather than to what ever you are tempted by, then his death pays the ransom price to make you free.  Christians do not have to be slaves anymore.  But they can still choose to submit again to slavery.  Living the life that Christ taught strengthens us against temptation and makes us Holy.)

