Nifty Notes for Digging Deeper in I Peter; 2/2

Who am I?  What am I meant for?  How do I figure all this stuff out?

I Peter 2:1-10

a.) Continuing on the theme of us as children while God is father (and forever), Peter instructs us that there are two kinds of milk:  1.) there is the sour, curdled milk of the world (malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander) and 2.) there is the pure, spiritual milk of the Word of God.  Since we (temporary as we are) can only grow strong (and live eternally) on the Word of God Peter instructs us to “crave pure, spiritual milk.”  This is how we will “grow up” in our salvation.

b.) In verses 4 & 5 Peter fills us in on another key truth about our reality in Christ.  He does this using very important images for the people of his day (that are not so important for us today): priesthood and temple.  For Jews, their relationship with God was dependant on a triangle consisting of the temple, God and the priest.  God dwelled in the temple.  The priest was the go-between that brought their needs to God and interceded for them.  Now Peter says that we are both a temple and a priest.  God dwells within us, and we are able to access that God directly!  This is a radical concept.

c.) The second key part of the temple and priest imagery is that it is a communal promise.  We each are a stone in the temple.  We each are a priest making up a priesthood.  We do not do these things alone.

d.) Peter goes on to explain that Christ is the cornerstone of this building project.  He is also the deciding element of whether someone is built into the living temple or whether they stumble and fall, alone and a part of nothing greater than themselves.  Those that believe in Jesus and value him are chosen, while those that reject Jesus are rejected.  It can only be through belief in Jesus that you are built into the temple, and that you join the priesthood.  Even in this process, Peter informs us, it is Christ that chooses you.

Summary:

There is a reason why this passage of I Peter comes across so black and white, or dark and light.  Peter is making the point to his readers that Jesus is a watershed.  He is a divide and a certainty.  Like night and day, there are two extremes.  (You will note that with night and day there is also sunrise and sunset, but Peter is not focused on that here.)  You are either chosen or not.  Christ is either precious to you or repugnant.  You are either built into a temple in Christ or shattered by him as you stumble and fall.  Peter is assuming that his audience is the former and not the latter.  They have been chosen and so it is destined for them to come together to build something amazing and much bigger than themselves.  They are to be a people and a place for others to find and know God.

Discussion Questions:

1.) Does Jesus chose some for salvation while others are destined for destruction? If so, why?

2.) What role of our salvation is ours and what role of our salvation is God’s?

3.) Peter says we will be a “spiritual house”, and that we are to offer “spiritual sacrifices” to God (in reference to, and contrast to, Herod’s temple where they offered animal sacrifices).  What does this translate to in today’s world?

4.) Have you seen any evidence in your life or in the world around you of the truth of Peter’s statements that Jesus either builds people up or causes them to fall?  If so, what?

